
CENTRAL TEXAS VOAD MEETING 

August 14, 2014, 10 am 

TDEM Training Room, 1033 La Posada 

Austin, Texas 

 

 

Attending: Toni Silver, Katie Braymer, Perla Santillan, and Melody Gayeski with 

American Red Cross, Anne Brennan with ADRN, Janice Butler with Bastrop Co. LTRT, 

Karsten Darden with Cap. Area Food Bank, Cathy Norman with Churches of Scientology 

Disaster Response, Karla Cantu, Sara Record with DRTX, Rory O'Malley with Habitat 

for Humanity, Betty Learned with HAND, Margery Marshall with Lutheran Social 

Services Disaster Response, Chuck Harris with Salvation Army, Lynette Botley, Anita 

Janke, and  Ron Janke with Shoreline Church, Amerlia Erickson and Stacy Erlich with 

St. Vincent DePaul Society, Annie Harton with TARG,  Charles Baker with Texas 

Baptist Disaster Relief, Bob Andrews with Texas Baptist Men Region 21 disaster relief 

team, Anna Tangredi, Mark Shipman,  Sandy Easthan, and Traci Brasher with Texas 

Department of Public Safety TDEM, Michelle Acevedo with TEXSAR, and Natasha 

Rosofsky with United Way.  

 

A welcome given by Chris Bugbee, Chair, and introductions were made by those present 

 

ADMINISTRATION:  

 

The agenda for the meeting was approved.  

 

As there were a number of revisions, the approval of the minutes from the June meeting 

was tabled until the next meeting.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Update from the Chair: 

 

It is important if the VOAD is going to play an active role at the EOC during disaster that 

we are able to man a chair at the EOC.   Various VOAD folks have been doing the 

required EOC training so we can fulfill that role.  

 

At a recent meeting, the City of Austin said that they want to take the lead on disaster, 

and on such efforts as a disaster resource center or multi-agency resource center, and the 

City is still working through how they want this to work.   They would like to develop 

consistent intake and release forms.   VOAD folks have been working with them to help 

them understand the issues and the diversity of the VOAD community.   

 

At the State VOAD, their Vice Chair had to step down for medical and family reasons, 

and Chris Bugbee, our Central Texas Chair, has agreed to be the interim Vice Chair for 

the Texas State VOAD.  

 



 

 

Central Texas Disaster Plan Update: 

 

A committee has met with the intention of creating a Central Texas disaster plan.   They 

are starting with the 2010 plan and are updating it.   A flow chart has been created – a 

copy was handed around.   One of the things to be worked out is the deployment process 

and the various ways the VOAD can be activated.  We are looking into how members 

should be notified – text, conference call, or other.  Another part of the plan is to make 

sure we have a chair at the EOC, and leadership representation at the MARC (multi 

agency resource center.)   

 

There was discussion about having a PIO role for the VOAD, and the need for a 

volunteer to fulfill that role.  There is PIO training available from various sources 

including TDEM and FEMA.   

 

There is a survey going around for members to provide data on what they do and what 

their resources are.   This data is needed for anyone holding the VOAD chair at the EOC.  

 

The Red Cross does have a class about setting up a MARC.  

 

When the committee has completed the plan it will come back to the VOAD for adoption.  

 

Updates from Members on Immigrant Children Situation: 

 

St. Vincent DePaul Society:    They have asked their folks to be on the lookout for 

households increasing in size but not newborns, and where they find immigrants being 

taken in and where appropriate are able to classify the relief as related to disaster.  They 

are finding a lot in the Brian –College Station area.   They are doing a lot of referring to 

Catholic Charities for legal assistance.     

 

Texas Baptist Men:  They are providing support to church organizations that are taking 

people on, including shower units and volunteers.  

 

Methodist Church:  is providing support to other organizations delivering service, 

including gathering donations and sending them down.   There is no need for clothes, and 

the food bank is full.   There is a need though for socks and underwear for children and 

his church is gathering donations of socks and underwear, collecting donations from 

others, and sending them down to the valley through the Methodist pipeline.  There does 

appear to be a need for donations management.  

 

Travis Austin Recovery Group (TARG) update: 

 

World renew did a survey in May of about 97 households.  Cases were created.  A variety 

of groups are following up on those cases to meet needs.  



There are still a lot of issues with buy outs, and what families must do to be in 

compliance with flood plain regulations, that create uncertainty about how to go forward 

for families.  

 

Per AISD there have been some issues with clothes for school, especially where uniforms 

are required.  We will get contact info sent out on how to assist with this.  

 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES:  

 

Education: 

 

The State VOAD meeting will be held Sept 25 at Red Cross in San Antonio. 

 

In June 2015 there will be a national mass care exercise in Texas. 

 

On October 20, there will be a training (G489) here in Austin on setting up a volunteer 

reception center offered by TDEM  (See www.preparingtexas.org for this and other 

training available.)  

 

Membership:  

 

Anita, the Chair, asked everyone to fill out the membership survey.   She could also use 

help on her committee.   

 

Austin Christian Fellowship has a disaster response groups and have submitted an 

application to join Central Texas VOAD as a partner member.   Anita asks that they be 

voted in as a Partner member, conditional on them signing on to the Code of Conduct.  

Anna mentioned that they have supported TDEM and are offering their location for the 

training in October.  The request was approved unanimously by the Partner members 

present.  

 

Communication:   

 

Toni is maintaining the e-mail, Anita doing the twitter, and Chris the website, where 

minutes, announcements and other data are made available at www.centraltxvoad.org and 

www.centraltxvoad.com.  It is important to keep the contact data up to date.   Other 

committee members would be welcome.  

 

Long Term Recovery:  

 

This was covered under the TARG update.    Betty, our LTR chair, is on the TARG 

Board.   They are finalizing their process but will be starting soon on meeting needs.   If 

you have something to offer please get in touch with TARG 

 

 

http://www.preparingtexas.org/
http://www.centraltxvoad.org/
http://www.centraltxvoad.com/


PRESENTATION:  Introduction to TDEM staff: 

 

The TDEM staff were introduced to the group and Sandy Easthan gave an overview 

briefing on FEMA IA (individual assistance.)  It was clarified that the SBA can make 

loans of up to $200,000 to qualified individuals, even when IA is not available, and some 

of this may be available to Onion Creek folks.   She discussed other assistance available.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

The next meeting will be October 9, 10 am, location to be determined.  

 

  

Cathy Norman 

Secretary 

 

 

 


