
CENTRAL TEXAS VOAD MEETING 

February 12, 2015, 9:30 am 

Disability Rights Texas 

2222 W. Braker Lane 

Austin, Texas 

 

 

Attending: Trish Bode, Karsten Darden, Christine Reyes-Paiz, Ca thy Norman, Sara 

Record, Anna Tangredi, Sandy Eastham, Betty Learned, Kevin Christensen, Margery 

Marshall, Chris Bugbee, Damian Morales, Alan Ford, Chuck Harris, Anita Janke, Roz 

Guttierez, Michelle Acevedo, Jiann-Ping Loh, Toni Silver, George Barnette, Shantelle 

Dunnbrannon, Corynn Benoit, Terri Ogden, Stacy Lucas, and Shawn Strange.  

 

A welcome given by Chris Bugbee, Chair, and introductions were made by those present 

 

ADMINISTRATION:  

 

The agenda for the meeting was approved.  

 

The minutes for the December 11, 2014 meeting were approved as written. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

UPDATE FROM THE CHAIR: 

 

“Mega shelter” planning: Chair Chris Bugbee visited a month or so ago with the Travis 

County EOC for a “mega shelter” meeting.   The CASHP shelter plan calls for setting up 

smaller, individual shelters such as at school campuses in the event of disaster.   The 

mega shelter would for example be set up at the Convention Center.  In this instance all 

the services would be available at that location and would include a resource center.  

Planning is underway for this. 

 

Spiritual Care points of consensus:   The NVOAD has put forth various “consensus” 

documents such as one for spiritual care.  A CTX VOAD working group has met and 

reviewed the NVOAD document, has identified some points where there could be more 

clarity, and this group intends to meet again and hopefully bring something to the April 

meeting.  

 

MARC guidelines:  We have asked the Red Cross, and they have agreed, to take the lead 

on putting the together MARC together and also on creating MARC guidelines.  

Volunteers are needed for a working group for this.  Various people volunteered for the 

working group.  It was suggested that the City of Austin should be invited to participate.  

 

Elections:   We still have to put together a full slate of nominations for officer positions 

and committee chairs for the April elections.    

 



COMMITTEE UPDATES:  

 

Education:  

 

Anna Tangredi passed around a sheet of data on classes that are available and are listed at 

www.preparingtexas.org.   

 

She gave some additional information on some of these.  G610, which will be delivered 

in Austin July 28 and 29, is a basic emergency management class.  It gives a high level 

view of what the different organizations do, is one of the better courses that TDEM 

offers, and is highly recommended.   T615 being delivered in Abilene covers how 

Disaster District Chairs work and what they do.   Not listed on the sheet is a training on 

setting up a Volunteer Reception Center being delivered at Austin Christian Fellowship 

on April 28.   

 

Upcoming conferences are:  

TDEM Conference, San Antonio, May 11-15 

NVOAD Conference, New Orleans, May 11-5  

TDEM Showcase, Austin Bergstrom, May 29  (9 am to noon, CTX VOAD may want to 

have a booth)  

Coastal Bend Hurricane Conference in Corpus Christi, May 6-7 (covers more than 

hurricanes.) 

 

Membership: 

 

An application for membership was presented for Allen Ford, First Presbyterian Church.  

This church is connected to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).   They are joining as 

a Partner Member.   The membership application was unanimously approved.  

 

Communications:  

 

There was no report to give.  

 

Long Term Recovery:  

 

Betty Learned reported that additional money has been found to fund already designated 

buy-outs for the susrvivors of the floods, but the recovery situation is still complicated by 

the buy-out issue and the politics involved with that.  

 

Marjorie reported for TARG on the cases that are being handled.   The unmet needs 

“table” is really a case manager and a few groups providing resources.  The buy outs 

have created problems in dealing with unmet needs.  “Safe and secure” repairs are being 

done (as opposed to full handling of these homes that will or may be bought out.)  

Funders have included ADRN, Catholic Charities, and the Methodist Church.  Catholic 

Charities and St. Vincent DePaul Society have provided “house in a box”.  Habitat for 

Humanity has been able to provide donated refrigerators and stoves.  TARG has worked 



with about 10 volutneers that can be called on to fix things, put in hot water heaters, and 

things of this nature.  TARG has a new location – 1901 E. Ben White, which is the 

American Youth Works building.  

 

Daniel Geraci , ADRN, has opened a thrift store at 51st and I35 across from Home Depot.  

They will give vouchers to survivors for furniture they have there.  

 

Presentations:  

 

NDRC Competition: 

 

 Shawn Strange, Texas General Land Office, gave a presentation about HUD’s National 

Disaster Resiliency Competition (NDRC.)    This is basically a competition for $1 billion 

for long term recovery.  The State of Texas is the applicant. The minimum application is 

$1 million per eligible county.  The General Land Office is coordinating the application.  

They are partnering with TDEM to identify needs.  The target is vulnerable populations.  

The goal is to get at least $200,000,000 for the State of Texas.   

 

The basic situation is HUD does not have enough damage assessment data at local levels 

to allocate funds, so this is a method of getting that data.  Various entities, including 

governments, non-profits, and faith based groups can receive funds.  

 

Shawn gave information about the details of the timeline of this application, and who 

they are seeking to connect with in order to get good, on the ground information.  

 

In addition to the HUD money, the Rockefeller Foundation is watching the entire process 

and can do whatever they want to allocate their own money to address needs.   In some 

ways, the application is written taking this into account.  

 

Just Serve: 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has created a website designed to 

connect volunteers with groups who have a service opportunity.    The website is 

www.justserve.org.  Your organization can post service opportunities and people can go 

there to look for opportunities.    The site is provided by the LDS Church but it intended 

as a resource for communities, organizations and individuals who want to serve.   

Organizations can go there to find projects or to submit projects needing volunteers.  

Families, organizations and individuals can go there to find projects where they can 

serve.   

 

 

 

Next Meeting is Thursday, April 9, 2015 at Disability Rights Texas. 

  

Cathy Norman 

Secretary 


